MINUtES OF DISSENT

Madras this portfolio could be in the hands of the Chief Minister, for in this province
evidence did not disclose the same uneasiness regarding the transfer of these sub-
jects. Sir Arthur was strongly for the maintenance of the All-India services throughout
India recruited as at present and held that to tamper with the present arrangement
would prove to be a calamity. He was for separate communal representation and
against the doubling of the present franchise. He recommended the starting of
public schools as, in his opinion, the establishment of a dominion army was a lengthy
process. Finally, he wanted statutory safeguards against discriminatory legislation.

Raja Nawab All was for reforms for the Frontier on the same lines as for the rest
of British India and objected to the reservation of law and order in Bengal.

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Kfian and Dr. A. Suhraicardy used very strong language against
the attitude and activities of the Hindu Sabha and revealed the differences experienced
in the committee on the communal question by observing that throughout the
discussions one thing that came out most prominently was that Moslem rights and
interests were treated with the utmost contempt and injustice. No canons of
democracy would condone the crime of reducing the majority into a minority, but this
had actually been done by the ruthless spirit of Hindu nationalism.

After pointing out how both these members and Sir Arthur Froom were outvoted
by the casting vote of Sir Sankaran Nair and with the help of Sir H. S. Gour and Mr.
Shivdev, the authors of these minutes of dissent remarked that the manifestation of this
malevolent spirit was but a symptom of what might happen if the safeguards provided
for the minorities were abolished. In equally strong terms did they urge for a statutory
Muslim representation in the Cabinet and observed finally that until Hindus and
Muslims composed their difference the neutral British element must remain to deal
out equal justice to all.

Sir Hari Singh G-our occupied 150 pages of the document, traversing the entire
ground of reforms and finally emphasising his objection to the separation of Sind,
the retention of an All-India service in the Madras Presidency, the establishment of
a Second Chamber in U. P. and the reservatio n of law and order in Bengal He
vigorously pleaded for the establishment of a Privy Council (besides the Supreme
Court) for it would, in his opinion, with one strike, settle the vexed question of rela-
tionship between the British India and the Indian States.

Mr. Kikabhai Premehand, in a separate report, while agreeing largely with the
recommendations of the main Committee, made certain changes which, in his own
words, were directed towards the establishment of full responsibility and autonomy
in each province, but providing for the stability and progressiveness of the
Provincial Governments by freeing the judiciary from any shadow of political control
by ensuring the direction of the police without a communal or particularist bias
and by the strengthening of the administration by the assistance of the element of
all India services which would secure the recuitment of the best men.

Mr.   M. C. Rajah also appended a note on the depressed classes.